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Traditlonal Farming Systsns and

the Role of Livestock in FarmirE Systsns Research

Abstract

The author at fj-rst discusses about the broad aspect of the

Thai agrlcultural system with speclal emphasis on the rural poverty and

its consequence on constraining the rural standard of livings. The focal

point is then moved down to the srnaller aqrlcultural system' i.e', at

the vlllage level. rn thls systen' maJority of the srnall farmers are

still producing rice as the main crop and keep livestock for draught

purpose, savings, cash. as well as for domestlc consunption. To a cer-

tain extent, the small farmers have alreadv integrated cropping and live-

stock raising activities together as a close-knit svstem, which in turn is

rnore efficlent than a system without any l-ntegration.

The paper then suggests the lnportant topi.cs for livestock deve-

lopment and research works wtrlch will readily improve the farminq systems.

And finally possible coordinating national programs for livestock inProve-

ment among varlous existing research agencies are also suggested.

Presented by : C. chantalakhana Professor

Faculty of Agriculture

Kasetsart UniversltY
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