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Summary

This paper begins with a good overview of parameters affecting
national agriecultural production in Thailand. The author mentions that
the removal of the limitation of ownership of private land to 20 rai
in 1958 contributed greatly to the subsequent invasion of national
forest land by squatters, so that at present only 37% of Thailand's
324 million rai is still forested. However, due to an annual population
increase of about 3% or about 1,2 million people per year, average
land holding per family is now less than 20 roi per family, wheras

in 1958 it ranged from 25-30 rai per household.

The bulk of this paper describes a program of testing multiple

cropping systems in Petburi province from 1572 to 1¢75. The systems
were designed for both rain-fed areas and irrigated zreas. 907 of

the land in Petburi province cannot be irrigated in the dry season,
which ranges from January to August. In some rainfed areas a crop

of mungbeans or soybeans is sow after early rains, in which case the
planting of rice on this land is delayed to September. Some farmers
take advantage of the shallow water table, which is from 5 to 10 meters
deep to irrigate vegetable crops during the dry season, usually cabbage,

cucumber, or yard long beans., Income from these crops is as high
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17,000 baht per rai, or 7-10 times than that for less labor-intensive

crops such as soybean, myngbean, cottomn, or seasame,

Three cropd a year are normally grown on the 10% of the land which
is irrigated., Rice in the wet season is normally followed by a crop
of mungbean, soybean, Seasamc, cotton or peanuts and income per crop
ranges from 1,000-3,000 baht per rai. Typical cropping patterns were:
mungbean-soybean-rice; mungbean-seasame-rice; mungbean-cucumber-~rice;
cabbage-yardlong bean-rice; and soybean-soybean-rice. In dryer areas,
two systems testedin 1975 were: rice-rice; cotton-rice; soybean-rice;
seasame-rice, The bulk of the paper consists of details on the costs

and returns for each system tested.

The author lists the following problems in connection with multiple
cropping in Petburi province: 1) many families now have less than 10
rai of land, They feel this is insufficient so they ge and plant corn,
cotton, sugarcane, or cassava during the months of April and May, on
national forest land, The resultant traveling back and forth between
two pieces of land results often wic<h crops at neitker location being
very good. 2) Water is frequently insufficient to reach the fields at
the end of s canal., 3) Tractors for hire are usually scarce in Janﬁary

for the plowing for mungbeans,
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