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Srunmary

Because farmers are more and more planting ne\.r, non-pho tosensi tive

r ice var le t ies that  can be p lanted at  any t ime,  more coord inat lon of

plantlng dates nust be ensured to prevent conflicts in the tlming of

irrigatlon kra ter ueage ,

lhe plannlng of cropping patterns, particularly ln area€ of nelrly

constructed lrrigation systeme, should take into account the follov'lng

constderatlons: 1) fltting the crops to the seasons and geographlcal

factors, 2) the choise of crops be limited to those that can be euccess-

fully grown ln that area, given the avellable water supply, soil

character ls t lcs,  and c l imat ic  changes,  3)  the vater  needs of  one crop

alst be cooldlnated wlth ottrer crops belng growr at the same tl[€.

In  aespect  to  so i l  chrracter ls t ics,  the cholce of  cropplng pat t€rng

ghould conslder r,rtle ther the ctop is sulted to : the level of soll

fer t l l t ty ,  so i l  texture,  ac ld l ty  level - ,  dra inage,  etc .  A poor ly  dra ined,

heavy clay soil wlth an adequate water supply, would probably best be

planted rrl th trlo rice erops a year. The second crop on a well-dralned

loauy soil mlght well be peanuts, tobacco, or watermelon

Tte cholce of the basic rainy-season crop should be based on the

followlng factors: 1) wtrether the crop has a good responae to irrigatlon,



2) whether the crop Ls known and nell-accepted by farmers, 3) whe ther the

crop can be harvested nlthln 5 months, 4) wtrether ti,ere ls steadv narke t

dernand for the crop.

ltre choice of the dry season crop (s) should be based on the

followlng factors: 1) whether the crop ls rthrlftyr in its rsa rer and

labor requlrements, 2) whether the crop can be harvested wlthln 4 nonthe,

3) whether there ls steady market demand, 4) whether the crop is non_

photosensl t lve and gui ted to the season-

other  factor8 re lated to the cholce of  crops in  the systen are:  so i l

ltrrprovement, the Lorrering of dlsease and insect problems, the steady

use of farm labor throughout the year, che farmerrs food requirements

versus h ls  cash requi rements,  e tc .

. The paper ls follolred by four pages of cropping schedulee conparlng

present ly  pract ised schules wl th proposed lnproved schedules.
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