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sul.ilfARY

Ttre cropplng systems proJect at Klon rken unrverslty began in 1975,
lrith the rnaln objectlves co develop suitable croppi.ng systems fot ralDfed
areas of the Northeast Thailand, and to prwide opportunlty for staff
oenbers and students to partlcipate ln problem eolvlug at Ehe farrrs,
revel' the pro,ect recelves flnancial s.rpport' frorn the Ford Founda t10n
and the Thal Goverrhent.

The reason behlnd the propceal of thls proJect is the poor agrlcul-
tural productioD of the Noltheast Reglcn due to poor soil coDdition,
erfatlc rarnfaLl, and lneffrcrent utlllzatlon of land and labour resonrces.
Theee reeulted Ln poor incone of the farmers and low livlng stafttard of
the rural people. SlDce ralnfed areag vlll remain a maJor portion of
carltlvated area for e rurnbei of years, improverxent of cropplng systems
for ratnfed areas in expected to play an important role in agricultural
deve lopnent of the reglon.

Due to rolrrng topoglaphy of the Northeast, the cultlvated areas
were claeslfied lnto three types, narely, upland area, upper paddy, and
1ow land paddy. IGnaf and cassave occupy the najor portion of the up land
area, wtrlle rlce is grolrn in both upper and lowland paddy areas. MoDoetop-
plng ls generally practlced. In about four out of flve years, the oain
portl.on of upper paddy flelds are left ld1e because of lnsufficieot



Upland area

Cassava - fteld crops iutercropplng,

Kernf - fleld crops doubLe cropplng,

Double cropplng of field crops,

doubte cropplng of field crops,

Doub le or trlpple cropplng of rlce ldth

I,ate flbnocloppLng of fleld crops,
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production. These areas, perhape, are rflore sui table

crops than for gtowing rice.

follorrlng

ralnfal l for lice

for gtowing fleld

Wlth the present .:eopplng s).scems in nl.nd! $e ploposed the

sys tems to be testeC.

1 .

2 .

3 .

4 .

5 .

5 .
fleld crope,

Lowland paddy area

7, DoubLe or tripple cropplng of rlce wlth fle1d crops.

In teatl.ng these cropplng systema, we conducted the trlals both ln
the unl.versiLy farm and in the far:IrErs r fields. Five villages ln Khon
I(aen w€re sei.ected as the tested sites. There lrere three levels of
f a r e r  -  f l e l d , . e s t s :

1" Al1 handl.ed by ploject personnel ln the renteal lands,
2. A11 haadred by the farrers, the systems tested s€rected by

the project "

3. A11 handled by the farrrers, the septemE tested selected by the
farroet-s themse LveE.
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B€Bldes 6y6tem testlngs, the hoject also carrled out certaln compoEent

research nhich are strongllr needed for direct application to the tested

systems. Studles Ln economl.cs and social ecience also rrere lncluded.
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