
83

Tegtlng Cropping Systems in Rainfed Area

Suthat Pleunpanya and Manop pawaku 1

sunmary

Itle observatlons of rainfed cropping systems have been conducted

under rldged cultlvarion on newly cleared and terraced lands of r.lae Hla

f le ld  srat ion NADC, Stnce 1975.  Ihe objecr ive was ro develop proper

cropplng aystems rhrough better soil and water m,ErnagenEn t durlng the

nonsoon and the earl.y postmonsoon periods, thus, providlng lrK)re

emplo)Epnts and securlng producing addl tlonal incomes.

Resul ts  can be concluded that  the y ie lds of  f i rs t  crop of  1975

rtare consldered resonable except that of upland rice wtrlch could not

be harvested due to eevere bird damages while second crop rere generall.y

poor due to managerpnt flexibittty and tnexperienced of fleld staff

Iheae matters, however, have been irnproved in 1976 which resulted in an

lncrease of ylelds of all the second crops although the yteld of paddy

rice rrag rather 1o!r due urainly to the poor water holdtng capaclty of the
I

soils of lorrest terrace and other management problems Trom expertenceg

learned in the two years, some indlcatlons have been obtalned that the

followlng 3 cropplng sequences rnay have the high potential : (a) ruDg_

been-paddy rl.ce (b) rurngbean- sorghum, and (c) malze _rnrngbean. Crops

such as bush bean and slreet corn r,rhi ch need a high and even dtstrlbutton

of ralnfall nay not be sultlble ln the early ralny period. Horrever, they

nlay be well grown under fertile solls and sown durlng late July and

early Augus t wtren rainfall are nol�e certainty, thus may be growr as second

crop .



B4

A prelimlnary servey had been conducted i.n i4arch_Aptfl Lg77

coverlng chiang !4ar, chiang p.al , Lampun and Mae nong son. rtre alnn o'as

to coLlect lnformations on cropplng systems practlced by the farmers ou

upland areas. It was found that most cf the farnerg grow one of the

followlng crops a year during the tr'()nsoon perlod : malze, uplaod rice,

peanuts, tobacco, or rm.rngbean. Only.few of thern gror{ two crops a year.

Tt,e followlng cropplng patterns are practrced oceassionarry : naize-

ungbean, malze-tobacco, double peanuts, double maize, and malze -peanuts.
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