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Multiple Cropping Trends at the Central Region Agricultural Station

at Chainat,

Mr., Paiboon Pousana

Summary

The project began in 1966 with the objective of carrying out
agricultural research to help raise yields particularly with respect
dry season crops that follow the rainy season rice crop. The construc-
tion of the Chau Praya Dam at Chainat has made possible thé:widespread
planting of second crops since 1968, Since then multiple croppiﬁg-

has increased 99%

The water of the Chau Praya river is good quality at Chainat,
with a total salt content of not more than 2 meq,/liter. Temperature
ranges from 17-37 degrees centigrade, with the cold seasén falling in
the months of November to January, Solar radiation is adeuate all
year round though it is lowest in December. The dry season is from
December to April and irrigation is essential during ;his time,
Rainfall is moderate from May to August and heavy from September éo‘

November ,

Spoils from Ayuthaya to Chainat province have been grouped into
four classes according to drainage characteristicé:
1) excellent drainage but too high for gravity flow irrigation 3%
2) moderately good drainage: Té Muang series, Kapaeng Saen series 10%

-

Chainat and Nakorn Pathom series 20%
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3) poorly drained: Ratburi, Saraburi, & Pimai series 56%

4) permanently flooded 11%

The station works mostly with class 2 énd 3 soils areas. 1t is
necessary to improve the drainage in class three soils in order to plant
dry land crops, In some instances it is possibile to grow up to three
crops of rice a year on class three sgils. The station has been working
with ten crops : rice, soybean, sweetcorn, cottomn, peanuts, seasame,
sorghum, safflower, and éunflower. The first five are most preffered

by farmers of the area,

More recently the station has added some additional crops and

begun testing the following cropping systems:

| January april/May August
1, gréen soybean sweet corn rice
2, cotton sweet corn "
3. wmungbean green soybean " -
4. tomato ‘ Chinese Kale/sweet corn "
5. green soybean _ green soybean "
6. cucumber yard long bean "

7. rice rice
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