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Training Sessions in Multiple Cropping Systems

Mr, Narinchai Patanpongsa

Summary

Since the government authorized the founding of the Multiple Crop-
ping Project in October 1968 at the Faculty of Agriculture of Chiang yai
University, the work of the project has gone forward in five stages:

1) analysis and surveys of existing cropping practises;

2) the establishment of improved cropping systems at the university;

3) the testing of the new cropping systems in farmers' fields;

4) the assessment and revision of the cropping systems to fit

local conditions and practises;

5) the teaching and extension of multiple cropping practises.

The testing and revision of multiple cropping systems in farmers'
fields i3 not considered extension per se but rather the basis for
establishing effective training programs for government extemsion
workers, In January of 1976 the first national seminar on multiple
cropping was held in Chiang Mai with participants coming from the
extension department, scientific research, and banking as well as a few

farmer representatives,

In July of 1976, 58 extension agents from Pitsunulcke and Chiang Mai
provinces participated in the Multiple Cropping Projects first training
segsion. The following areas were covered in the nine day program:

-

cropping systems, the gathering of social science data, pest control,
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farm accounting, seed handling, fertilizer application, planting

practises, and extension methods,

A second training session, also of nine days, was later held in
January of 1977, It covered similar topics but put more stress on
practises related to particular crops. The 22 participants were also
tested at the beginning to assess the level of their existing knowledge

on these topics,
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