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INTRODUCTION

Conclusion Number. 10 in the Sunnary of International Agrj.cultural
Research C-entetrs : A Study of Achievements and potential (popu.Iarly known as
the CG Impact Study) sayst

"The centerrs emphasis on the hurnan aspects of technologicaL advances
has gror.n as interest in farming systems research has spread. NonetheJ-ess
important areas such as the problerns of fernale fannens in rnale doninated
societies and the l-imited presence of i.romen in research organizations have
hardly been to\rched. "

Here one cannot help but be touched by the encouraging imp_Iication
that the riproblerns of fernale farrners...r '  is perceived as one huoan aspect of
technological advancement. In their analysis of Who Benefits fron the New
Technology, Barker, Herdt and Rose conclude that:

I 'Techno logy  is  a  too l  to  neet  soc ie ty 's  needs ,  i t s  use  mrs t  be  de ter_
nined by society acting in its own interesti l

SiDce research institutions are social creations, they are very much
part of that society which detemines the uses of technofogy they hetp
produce. whose interests do they have in mind in the creative processi

And what does this meaD to a research center which 'rhas established on
enviable record of achievement and a reputation for the exceflence and
rel"evance of its scientif ic and maDpower development progransr'? If we take
two fRRI rnaxims I Rigor and Relevance, rigor is what makes science scientif ic
but it is re]-evance which rnakes it hurnane. rn many societies the r-ot of farm
wonen is far from being humane. How can the rigor of science be even mor€
responsive to what is relevant and hunane for women in rice farrning systens?

International- Rice Resea!,ch Institute.
I /
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There are at least four ro.Les which

- -  - l e  r e s e a r c h / a c  : o nw f L r r  r r r o r r B f , ' r R  s L , , P " o r f  -  q -  r ,

and new problern areas emerge:

IRRI can useful ly PlaY PerhaPS

research Program gets underway

(a )  Leade r  ro l e

Ideas ,  L i l e  ge rmp ]asn ' s t  a re  d  po !en r  f o r ce  f o r  s l  r u l a t i ng  cLdnge  and

organizing means to trans.Late them into achievabLe goals. Defining farmer to

mean male or fema.Le and f inding connections between farm and household are

not estabtished habits of thought whether in international or national

research and extension systems. And this is not always a male bias either.

IRRI and the CG system in genelal can serve as a fo.Ie mode.I in this regard

w i thou t  wa i t i ng  f o r  t he  nex t  gene ra t i on  o f  sc i en t i s t s .

(b )  Techn ica l  ro  1e

T h i 5  r o l e  c a n  b e  e x e r c i s e d  . i n  L w o  k a / s :

.  through i ts know.Ledge base

o through i ts concrete technologies

Most analyses of the green revofut ion irnpact focus on grovrth, equity,

: h l  a m -  I . . r e r t  r . -  1  r - d  t v  / - .  ^ - -  _ - - '  i ^ _ c  r  |  : '  - e n h n o l o g i c a f  c r a n g e s  h a v e

ushered in a new ela of science-based agriculture in a way whieh has Led

farmers to novel ways of thinking al,out and managing the farrn. I t  might have

been a green revolut ion in famers! f ie-Ids often lr i th a checkered perfof lnance

b u t  m u c h  m o r e  p o s i t i v e !  p r o f o L n d ,  d n o  - l a s l i n g  i n  i t -  s i g n i f j c a n c e  i s  t h e

"science intrusion" into fanl]erst heads which in creative combination with

o1d practices and aeeumufated v.r isdom enable them to apP1y the ne! ' /  technology.

It  is very instruct ive to revisit  one of the f irst studies done on the

adoption of IR 8 15 years ago. The same farmers who pfanted both IR B and

tradit ional variet ies treated IR B dif ferently '  In other words' farrners not

onty adopted the new seeds but also accepted a more general concept of

nodernization in other aspects of -I i fe. From then on' there has been a

c o n s t a n t  d n t i c i p a L i o n  o f  w l a t  e l s e  n i g h r  b e  c o m i n g  f r o m  L h e  p i p e l ; n ^ '  A s  a

rnatter of fact, f ie-Ld workers' both research and extension' report that

famers stop going to c]asses or get bored i f  they keep hearing the same

thing. New leaders have l ikewlse emerged on the basis of newly-acquired

agricr.r l tulaf expert ise. The latter has become a new source of status and

power.
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U n i o r r u n d l F l y ,  ' n  t h i s  " s c i e n c e  i n r r u s i o n ' t ,  m o d e r n i z a l i o r ,  a n d  c l ' d n g e -

orientat ion, farm women have not rea]]y part icipated because they have not

been  de f i ned  as  f a rmers .  IRF I ' s  con t i nu ing  s t ream o f  t echno log ies  a re  ve ry

fert i fe sources of re-Levant ingredients for "science intrusionri .

As the Be]fagio inter-center seminar on Women and Agriculturaf Techno-

logy concl-uded:

"we must remember that a research program does not have to include the

word  wonen  i n  i t s  t i t l e  t o  be  app rop r i a te  t o  t he i r  needs ,  Resea rche rs  shou ld

o i r  a r  i n reg ra l  i ng  gende r - re .1a1ed  i , oues  i n  o  Lhe  ma ins t rea r i  f o r  deve lopmpn t

i - -  1 - - - - r  . ,  i ^ -  t  o - ,  n d  r  n , - l, L  5 '  d i F t s ' s >  d L  d r ,  ' c v r f - _ u e > 1 6 , , '

eva.Luation-because i t  makes good technical and econonic senseri.

( c )  Ca ta l y t i c  o r  f ac i l i t a t i ve  ro l e

l he  Tmpdc r  S tuoy  conc lude  t ha t  " t he  cen re rs  have  p rov ided  a  veh i c ]e  f o r

transferying innovations based on crop germpfasm from country to country along

-  t o  -Loca -L  cond i t i ons  and^ r r v w r E u g <  u  L  " u w  L U  d u d l ]  L

ho to achieve further advances". An ana.logous rofe can be played !. , i th respect

i o  c l ne r i cn .es  i n  UTRFS . ro i ec t s .  IRR I  can  be  a  veh i c l e  f o r  t r ans fe rs  o f

n - ^ - i .  i - -  i / r a - c  + ' ^ m  - ^ , , n r n \ i ' o  c o u n t t  y .

( d l  T ra in i ng  ro l e

Because women have not hadasmuch opportunity for agricu]tural research

-  - -  - i : l  e A - r - h  + ^ n  + a m 2 l a  ^ : n t  . : . - n r e  r ' h  l p P T r e  m : n r fo r r u  L l d , L i , r , t s  r P E r , , t  - ! " i . t t  r f L r P d ' r L r

training programs can be made. Sensit izat ion of trainees at alf  fevels to

v B j  d " u  r r o r L r f r r B  r r c c u r  L o r r

P c , h r - "  i n  . o m e  j - < t a - r e q  . - F t i o n -  w : l l  b e  n - e d e d  i n  r h e i r

h o m e  c o u n t r j e s  1 o  q u a ] i f y  l n e m  l o  h e  L r a i n i n g .  0 r  p e r h a p s  s p a c i a l  l r a i n j n g

programs can be designed in cooperat- ion lvi th nationa-I programs. t le do not

bel ieve in "for women only 

 

act ivi t ies except for women in secfusion or for

strategic reasons when women need to bui ld enough confidence to interact with

m e n  o n  a  l e s s  t h d n  u n o q u a l  b a s i s .

By  1995 ,  bu t  hope fu t . I y  by  1990 ,  i f  no t  be fo re ,  i n te r - cen te r  co f f abo ra -

t i o n  s h o u - L d  b e  a  v i g o r o u s  r e a l i t y  s o  t h d t  j t  w i l l  b e  p o s s i b l e  t o  s p e a i  o f  t h e

CG Program on Women in Fafining Systems. I t  is obvious that both in concept

and practice, i t  is impossible to pursue WIR|S i , i thout including commodit ies

which are the mandates of other centers. The inst i tut ional izat ion of women's

concerns in nationa-L agriculturaf research and extension systems seems to be
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very gerrnane to ISNARTs mandate. IFPRITs integration of nutrit ional consi-

derations in agricul-tural research night be better achieved through the inte-

gration of farn and household in farrning systens. At any rate, farning systems

in the real i^'orld do not respect inter-center boundaries in the clops and

trees they grow and livestock they raise. Perhaps Cc-wide funds for the

purpose can be init iatedtobe drawn upon uhere opportunities for conplernentary

inputs present themselves.

Right now there is a great dea] of concern about the diversity in

approach, subject matter, and perspectives in farming systerns research (FSR)

which is going to be addressed in the IARC workshop on FSR. In the desire to

hannonize the different views and to develop a general framework perhaps the

agricultural household (nen, wornen, and children) caD be the unifying element

which transcends agro-climatic conditions, cropping patterns, crop-livestock-

tnee rnixes, tenune systens, fabor arrangements, etc. After alf, the weffare

of this househofd is FSR|s ult irnate reason for beins.

By the end of the century (quite optinistic), there should be no need

for special emphasis on WIRIS because by then, the concept would have been

inte)rnalized institutionalfy, personal-Iy and plofessionalfy in the scientists'

defintion of what is rigorous ard rel"evant,

The WIRFS research progran introduces a new intpenative for socia-I

science in agricultural researcb and extension systems and therefore its role

vis-a-vis farming systems has to be defined and I'acted outri. For a start, the

following tasks may be asked of social scientists:

(1) To describe aDd anal,yze the nacro 1evel setting' the community,

strlucture, and farning systems irithiD which wonenrs rotes wil l be identif ied

both in the farm and in the household. For this particular research/action

r€search program, the identif ication of opportunities for technology deve-

lopnent and extension which invol.ved women is an inportant reason for the

anafysis of womenrs roles. Gr€ater specificity is therefore required in the

anaLysis of existing farming and househol-d practices, technologies and insti-

tutional arrangemeDts.

(2) To join ag)ricultural scientists in deteqlining the nature and

design of technol-ogies, institutions, onganizations, and policies which woufd

enabl-e lromen to participate and benefit fron agricu-Itural innovations.

(3) To help assess the profitabil- ity, social acceptabil ity, susta-

inabiljjy and l-ikel-y impact of such innovations.
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(4) to study farn and household nesponse (adoption, rejecti.on, rno-

dification, adaptation) to changes in farrning systens and the conaequences

of such cbanges on their welfare.

(5) To systematize and synthesize the substantive, nethodological, as

weLL as ope:.ationaL .lessons .Leamed from a variety of projects.

Sone social scientists wil l be more intelested in anafytica.l con-

plenentary studies nhich wi.ll- he.Ip us uDderstand how househo.lds bebave and

why they behave the way they do. others wil-I be concerned with consequences,

The reaL chall-enge l-ies in the ',necnui.trnent'r of social scientists who wiLl- be

part of the farming systens research tean. This wil l be rnone inconvenient,

more conplicated, penhaps even 'r. less rigorousl in the eyes of co]l-eagues in a

particular discipline. But for those who want to put a hr,unan face in WIRIS,

this could be more rewardir.g. In being a part of the tean, the social

scientist assunes equal, !€sponsibil i ty fori the outcomes. At any rate, WIRFS

offens a natu!'a.l- ground for mllti-disciplina!5r interaction.

But productive and responsive nesearch ad extension systems are onfy

nechanisrns for improving the well-being of rnankind. what does better quality

of Life nean for househol-ds in rice fanning systens? If we can bring about

some snall inprovenents in the folfowing aspects of their l ives, then quafity

of l i fe has some operational. significance.

(1 )  ab i l i t y  to  rneet  bas ic  needs  such as  food,  fue l ,  she l te r ,  heaLth ,

etc. fon the maintenance of the householdl

(2) opportunity for human groirth and developnent which means inpngved

quality of the human resource (or as the econonists put it-human capital

developnent). Acquisit ion of new skilts, knoHledge and attitudes which wilL

enabLe different households to fulf i l l- new roLes.

(3) some relief fncm dmdge4r i

( t+ )  be t te r  access  to  resources :  i .e .  c red i t ,  techno logy ,  in fonnat ion ,

organization and enhanced capacity to productively nanage resources at the

disposal of the household;

(5) greater stabil ity or diversity in sources of l ivelihood, both farm

and non-fa!'in.

(6) nore egalitarian intra-househol,d re.lations.

(7) a l-_itt1e nore hope and a few additionaf alternatives in l i fe.
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But  the  bo t ton  l ine  fo r  househo ld  we l fa re  i s  access  to  a  job  wh ich  then

becomes an  avenue ro r  food en t ' t - IomenL,  hundn d ign i ty ,  a  I  i l t l e  more

independence for u,omen, etc. Emp.Ioyment -generating and job-protecting tech-

nologies in the interirn are therefore very nuch indicated.

A.  . " n  :<  . o - r . r - i  v  s t r uc tu re

technotogy-based rura.I organization

' - - l  a n d  o l dd { o j  1 r  V L L L  r q , r r

a n i h o n r 6 n o , , h i  r l  c L i  l  I  c

: s  - o . - F - - 1 p d .  r h c  s . - r a r . i o  i s  L h a L  o f  a

so that the basis for leadership aDd polrer

wea - th  1o  ne r . r - Ly -acqL i red  Lnow l  edge  and

i L a  \ . a r n  ,  n n n

can become a

a : v F -  '  h F  a t - ^ . , 6  1 F r < r a . + j i . a  i n r  : e l i n a ' r  f ^ F  < . e n a r l o

ho!.r do we translate this dream into something doeabfe so

in

i t

THE RESEARCH/ACTION RESEARCH PROGRAM

The women in Rice Farming Systerns (WTRFS) Research/Aetion Research

Prog ram i s  one  conc re te  (a fbe i t  modes t )  pa th  t oua rd  t h i s  r ea l i t y .

The  ob jec t l ves  o f  t h i s  p rog ram a re :

(a) to devefop mechanisms by which t\ 'omen's roles and needs (as

r : F r  : . : a ? - r . e  , , < - - s  a r / t  l e n e f i c i a r i e s )  ! , i l l  b e  c o n s i d e r e o  a t  a p p r o p r  : d t e

stages of technology deve.Lopment and dissemination;

(b) to f ind out whether and to what extent this consideration wil . I

i n e r e e s e  r h e  p f f i . i e n . v  a r l  F r f e ' - 1 i v . - - s r  - -  l L c  a o r : c u l  r u r d l  r e s e a r c h  d n d

o w + o h .  i ^ n  n F ^ . a e < '  i n d

( c )  t o  exam ine  whe the r  and  t o  wha t  ex ten t  t h i s  p rocess  p romo tes  women ts

i n t e r e s r s  a n d  c o n t r j b L l e s  a o  t h e  p o s i L i v e  e - 1 e c t -  o  L e c h n i c a - l  ' n a n g a  o n  t h F i '

r .re.Lfare and that of the entire househo.Ld.

Five genera.L areas of research/action researeh wif l  be promoted:

(a) Women and Technology Deve-Lopment - the major, though not the

excl-usive thlust is to integrate the concePt of woments various fofes within

the farm and the household into farming systems research' The basic elements

f n r : a h i c v i n o  t h i  <  : r F  '

o  ana l ys i s  o f  women ' s  P roduc t i ve  ac t i v i t i es  ! r i t h i n  t he  f a rm ing

system including their rofes in the househol d ancl in the

manage r  en  t  o f  ag r j cu l t u ra . l  p roduc t i on ;

-  
o  i den t i f i ca t i on  o f  ex i s t i ng ,  emerg ing ,  and  poss ib l e  t echno fogy

op t i ons  conduc t i ve  t o  t he  exPans ion  o f  women ' s  p roduc t i ve

capacity as weff as human devefopment Potential;
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greater uDderstanding of the factors constraining or support ive

of woments rnore productive par. ' t ic ipation in farming systems such

as  access  t o  i n fo .ma t i on ,  o rgan i za t - i on ,  p roduc  : ve  resou rces '

access to and contfo.L over the fruits of production; and

o application of this understanding throughout the farming systems

research process

. pi.Lot test ing of promising technologies

Because r,re view technology devefoprnent as an interactive process with

u s e r s ,  p r o m i s i n g  r e c h n o l o g i e s  s u c h  a s  i n t e g r a t e d  P e s L  m d n a g e m e n l ,  i n L e g r - t e d

nutr ient suppl-y management, post-harvest processingt ctop-l ivestocl techno.Io-

a i ^  u i r ' l  ^ a  i h r r ^ d , ^ a d  . n  r  . i  l 6 r  < . : l e  i n
t s f E : '  ! w u  f s 6 u , , , c r '  u L L , c '  ! . ! l

s - i t ab . I e  v i - - t ages .  The  : n ten t i on  i s  no r  j us  o  i n t r oduce  new  po ten t i aLs  i n to

the exist ing farming systens but to further develop these techno.Logies on the

basis of farmers t and womenrs evaluation of these innovations. Pi lot test ing

i s  nean t  l o  i nvo l ve  Lhe  dg r i cu l l L ra l  househo ld  i n  t echno . l ogy  deve lopmen t .

u ^ r F I r ' r l \ .  t h F  - r ^ . a - -  w i - l  i - - - . , , .  + t 6  r r o . . d a a . c  ^ .  + j t "  b e t l r e e n  t h e  r e c h n o -

fogy, the farrning system, inc.Iuding the needs of women and the welfare of the

h ^ , , < o h ^ r . l  T h i -  ' r a v - a n  m a h F r r r r  h , ^ . a < <  " , i l l  I  i l c u i < e  n r n r r i d c  r  s  :  d v n , r m i n

rather than stat ic ana-Lysis of how womenrs ro]es can be reafist ica. l fy taken

in  Lo  dccoun  t  :  n  t  echno logy  deve l  op r  en t  .

(b) Women and txtens ion- De spit  e women's signif icant ro-Les in r ice

farrning systems, extension programs tend to transfer agricultural techno.logy

infor"rnation to men and focus on home technotogies for women. ln the processt

o n l y  m a l e  f d J m e l s  d r e  l i n l e d  1 o  l e s e d J  c h  s c i e n t i s t s  i g n o r j  n g  t h e  i m p o r r a n L

knowfedge, experience, and needs of women that need to be incorporated in

t e c h n o l o g j  d e v e l o p n e n l ,  A c t i v i t i e s  i 1 1 n i s  a r - a  w i l l  i n c l u d e  a n a . l y s i s  o r

* i c . a l  ^ - r . n +  I n : . i ^ -  . ,  s p . l  - . .  - r 1 a - . - i a n + a l  : - _ n ^ r . h a c  d n d  d c t i o r .  r e s e a r c h  l o

determine appropriate ways to reach women or to include them in extension

programs.

(c) Impact of New Technologies on Women and the Household-At the macro

l e v e l  ,  t n e  a o o p L i o n  o -  n e w  t e c h n o l o g y  c a n  a l . ! e c l  t r o m e n  i n  s e v e r a ]  > D h e ! e 5 :  I o l

example, in increasing or decreasing opportunit ies fol employnent; altering

n a t u r e  o !  e . 1 p l o y m e n L  a n d  d e m a n o  f o r  d : 1 1 e r e n L  s l i l I s ;  i n  c h a n g i n g  L n e  l o c - L i o n

o r  6 m p ] o )  r  e n l  ( i n  L h e  h o m e ,  o n  r h e  f a r m  o r  o f f - f a r m \ ;  : n  a l t e r i n g  p a t l e r n s  o '

- i - ' r r i ^ n  r n . l  ' . - ' 6 F . ' ,  h ^ , , c a L ^ l . l  2 n r l  < ^  ^ n
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At the intra-household .l-evel, inpact would be reflected in household

strategies; pattern of use of womenrs time and its effect on other mernbers of

the household, namely chil-dren; performance of househoLd chores and sex role

division within the household; on nutrit ion and hea.ltb of adults and chitdren,

e t c .

Analysis of impact wil l include consideration of various other factors-

socio-cul-tural- , institutionat, and econonic. These studies wil l not on1y be

essential" in evaluating appropriateness of new technologies but wil l also

contribute to ou!' undenstanding of the relative importance of technology

compared to other factors such as: access to lesources and government policies

which pronote vromenrs interests, etc.

(d) Complernentary Studies-Just as conponent technology research is done

in the experinent station to support farming systems research, this pr"ogran

will promote compl-ementar5r studies, for exampJ-e, on the dynanj.cs of agricu.Ltu-

ral household behavior; the fulrctioning of ruraf J-abor narkets; the policy

environment which affects farm and househoLd decisions; t lrpofogies of fanning

systens and agricultural households in differett ecofogical and socio-economic

settings etc, The aim wil-l be to provide us a more cornprehensive un-

derstanding of what other happenings irnpinge on the fanning system. Typo.Lo-

gies can help us organize the nul-titude of variabl-es which confront us in a

rnore parsimonious manner analogous to agro-climatic zones of the biological

sc ien t is ts .

(e) Sensitization Prograns -Because of the l-ack of recognition that the

agricul-tural- housebol-d is not a hornogeneous uniti that women in many Asian

countries are a disadvantaged grcupi and that lromen are major participants in

rice fanning systens, their ro.Ies and prob.Lems bave been generall-y ignored in

technology devel-opment and dissenination. Using relevant experience, data,

and anal-ysis generated frorn projects of this network and elsewhere, various

types of sensitization programs wiJ-J. be designed to reach agricultura]-

scientists, po.l icy makers, devel,oprnent adrninistrators, farmers, and women

thenselves.

THE APPROACH

IRRI proposes to organize a coflaborative and coordinated effort to

undertake r€search/action researach in the general areas nentioned above under

the overal-l urnbre.lla of the A6ian Riee Farrning Svstems Network.
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The attaj.nnent of this programrs objectives is the task of both

biological- scientists, social scientists and policyrnakers. Institutionali-

zation of wonenrs concems within the agricultural research and extension

systen dealing with rice farming systens is the ultinate ain. The network

approach where paralIel effo!'ts toi,Jards the same goaJ- ane being undertaken in

IRRI and arnong national- research systems wiff ensure tbat each country's

prograrn benefits from the intercountry i.nteraction as wel-l- as take inunediate

conside!'ation of country-specific differences in socio-econonic and cultural

circumstances.

oven a three-year period, IRRI in a service, catatyzing and col_labora-

tive rol-e with 6 Asian countries lri l1 endeavour to put in ptace the fol.Lowing

elenents which wij-l contribute to the program rs continuing l ife:

(a) a nationaf task force, committee or working group (whichever is

preferred in each country) which wilf be responsible for prograrn devefopment

and implementation. It is important at this stage to maintain some flexibi-

l i ty in organizational structure, institutional base, and group conposition.

(b) a nationat research program defined and research projects in

progress in key institutions involved I ' i th farming systens research,

(c) some .l-evel- of r€source committrnent (staff t ime, research funds,

facil i t ies) alfocated to the researcb program by the participating insti-

tu t ions ,

(e) a functioning network finking research projects within each country

and a regional network of national research programs.

(f) increased awar€ness on the part of the agricul-turaJ_ research and

extension systems regarding the role of !,/onen in r.ice farning systens.

(g) sorne availalle cases to i l lustrate in an operationally significant

way hovl women function in rice farning systens.

The fact that the current Visit ing Scientist who is assisting in

prograrn and network developnent has a one-year stint does not nean her work

ceases after the year. She has a long-standing persona.I and professional

interest in agricultural and rural- development and its inpact on the household

and the r\ole of wonen. It is a deeply-held conviction that iD the final

anaLysia - it is in the household where quality of l i fe is actually l ived and

wonen ale an indispensabl-e part of it.
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During the year, we wil1 identi fy a suitable person to take her place

for the succeeding two years but she wi.Ll definitely continue from her'

position in the University to be a working research co.l-labo)]ator for rnany

years to come. We wil l  try to f ind sorneone with South Asian experience in

order to infuse a dif ferent cultural perspective into the research pr.ogram.

In the meantine, the Asian Rice Farning Systems Network coordinator and

the Departrnent of Agricultural- Econonics at IRRI are actively invol-ved in the

conceptual izat ion ! planning, impl-ement at ion , monitol ing and management of the

research prograrn aDd therefore provide inst i tut iona.L continuity. other IFRI

s ta f f  members  w i ] . I  l i kew jse  pan t i c i pa te  i n  spec i f i c  r esea rch  p ro jec t s .

A fLhough  we  seeL  ex te rna - I  f und ing  f o r  t he  f i r s t  t h ree  yea rs  i n  o rde r  t o

give the plogram a major push and to obtain a cri t ical mass of persons and

activi t ies, eventual..Ly, as has been tbe experience with the Asian Rice Farming

Systems Network, we expect the countr ies themselves to pick up much of the

cost with the assistance of bi lateral and mu]t i ]ateral donors operating in

these countr ies, The f irst three years are crucia.I in sett ing the stage for

what happens next. At the rnornent there seens to be much enthusiasm about the

subject in the nationa.L programs. We need the support to translate this

enthusiasm into inpfernentab.Le projects.

INITIAL START-UP ACTIVITIES AND WORK PLAN FOR 1986

WIRIS  AT  I  RR I :

Since the u.Lt imate airn of this program is the inst i tut ional izat ion of

womenrs concerns within the agi icultural research and extension system dealing

r h 6  - 6 - 6 . - - h  c r , . r - 6 m  i c :  I - - r ^ - r' d l L r r ' t s  s Y > r v , , S  - o  q  r v E f u d r  P r d L s  r w  > L d r r .

The 1983 Conference on Women in Rice farning Systems was IRRITs f irst exposur€

to WIRfS fol.Lowed by the Project Design Wolkshop in Apri l  1985. Perhaps i t  is

fair to say that IRFI is in the early awareness stage with some coDcrete

6 , , i , - r ah^ - .  - .  - ^ c i  - " e  Depa r tmen t  o f  Ag r i -

cu.Itura.L Economics there is a very conscious and del iberate effort to include

women-related variab.Les in the coDsequeDces of new rice technology, con-

straints in r ice yie.Lds and cropping systems research pr\f ,gram areas. To

i l l rsirFip ihF hFrri . ih,t ion of r.romen in farrn and household wil l -  be an im-

portant focus the anafysis. Another signif icant developnent is the active

invol-vement of the entomologists in the Phil" ippine WIRFS project on Bridging

the Infornation Gap on Integrated Pest Managenent which is an attempt to
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incl-ude non-traditiona.L audiences l ike women, youth and chi.Ldren. But even

mone encouraging are the developments in the crops-livestock farming system

sites wher.e the technology needs of women are being actively paid attention to

by way of examining technology options and nonitoring impact of techno.Logies

which have a.lready been introduced and are in the process of being adopted.

A n o i - h e r  h r d m i < i n o  r l a r r e l n n m o r +  i <  ' h -  a r r ^ h i  + ^  r - h i 6 , , 6
6r  so  rs !

integration arnong discipl ines working on prob-Lems of integrated pest ma-

nagement and integr: 'ated nutr ient managenent systems which incJ-ude the socio-

economj.c conponent. The knowledge and technology outputs from these "in-

tegrationsrr are going to be va]uab.Ie inputs into the farming systehs

exteDsion program which ,ouJ-d involve women, Such inputs wif l-  be ingredients

in the enhancement of managerial ski l ts. In the Prosperity Through Rice

Project lrhere dif ferent income generating opportunit ies ar.e being explored

tbrough the maximum uti f izat ion of the biomass and the introduction of

interdependent enterprises in the totaL farrning system, implications for lroften

l ie not onJ-y in labor but in entrepreneurial act ivi t ies.

In general,  the idea is sJ,owly I 'creeping in'r and moving in the ,,r ight ' ,

direct ion.

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES FOR THE NETWORK

(a)'Ihe Phil ippine Conponent

Spec i f i c  p ro jec t  deve lopment  ac t i v i t ies  in  the  Ph i f ipp ines  s ta r ted

about August 1985 with three field trips to cropping/far"ming systems sites in

Centr.al Luzon and Laguna including researchers from UPLB, lnstitute of

Phil ippine Cu.Lture, and t!.o IRRI scientists. On September 30 very preliminary

project ideas were discussed in an informal, neeting of sociaf and agricultura-I

scientists who have been involved or are interested in research or action

prograns related to wornen; the coordinator of the As.ian Rice Farming Systems

NetHork; two IRRI scientists; representatives fron USAID, ADB and PCARBD, the

Executive Director of PBSP (an NGO), the Assistant Minister of Agriculture and

Food and a representative fnon the Bureau of Agricultural Extension. Each

participant was asked to plesent her activit ies r€levant to WIRFS. It '  was

obvious in this one-day workshop that there is so rnuch going on but

cornnunication anong those involved has been rninimaf. Besides this workshop, a

nurbe!. of sma]l group meetings were he.ld. We hope that the organization of a

nationaL netwolk wil l provide the nechanism for exehange, sharing of
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inforqBtion and experience, and eventuafly the needed crit ica.l nass of

plpfessiqnals concerned with women in rice farrning systems. But bringing

people together has a cost. It was the IRRI Departrnent of Agricultura.t

Econornics who init iated and supported these project developnent activit ies.

IRRI Departnent of Ag!' icultura.l Econonics who init iated and supported these

pl\cject devetopment activit ies, IRRI staff also plpvide orientation -Iectures

on integrated. pest rnanagement.

To raise "seed money" for plpject identif ication and development, we

have tapped the Minist4r of Agricultule and Food, the Phil ippine Institute fo!'

Deve.Lopnent Studies (PIDS), the Ford Foundati.on ( l4anil-a) thrsugh its grant to

the Center for Policy and Devel-opnent Studies, we a!€ curr€ntfy putting

together a snal1 package of proposals to submit to the Canadia! Ernbassyts

Mission Adninistered Fund (MAF) Progran in the Phil-ippines. MAF can only

provide small funds fon snnll projects for a one-year period. In the

neantine, a largen proposa.t is being prepared for a three-year prcgran. If we

succeed in obtaining MAF funds fron tbe Canadian Enbassy, it wilf help take

cafe of Philippine program needs whil-e waiting for fonger-teqn funding. It is

extremely important to provide "seed noneyl right away to suPport the

enthusiasn which has been generated. This is where snall anounts Provided by

the Ministq/ of Agliculture and Food, PIDS, and the Ford Foundation (Manila)

have been most usefuL,

The!€ are about 16 potential- plaject for the net{ork (see Appendix).

WORK PLAN FOR 1986

The first round of traveL to five other countnies will be done in

March, April and earfy May for the purpose of:

. Ideltifying specific project possibil i t ies (institutions and

research leaders ) both on the basis of pnoposals subnitted

during the Project Design tlorkshop or on new init iatives which

would enable social and agricu.l-tura.l- scientists to work together

within a fa!'ning systens perspective.

. Detennining problen areas -- financial and substantive in vhich

IRRI can be of assiatance, ditrectly or indir€ctfy.

. Identifying potential participants who nay be altanded short-term

visiting appointnenta, postaloc, graduate students who want to do
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the analysis phase of their study; funther explore technology

devel-opment potentials; or work with other scientists on a

particular subject.

a Exploring interest in an in-country network of projects and

WIRFS activit ies as is being done in the Phil ippines.

o Ascertaining *i l l ingness to participate in a six countly network

of national WIRFS rEsealch programs.

To the extent possible, the trips rrif l  be undentaken jointly with Dr.

Virgilio R, Carangal, coordinato!' of the Asian Rice Farming Systerns Netnork in

ordet' to facilitate the integration of women concerns in farrning systerns

reseanch particularly in discussions with agricultural- and social scientists.

WIRFS is not just a research program. It is an attempt to 'r institutionali.ze"

an idea.

In the country visits, the coordinator witl- share n'ith potentiat

project leaders the project developnent expeniences in the Phil-ippines thlpugh

a short paper on curr€nt activities in IRRI and in the Phitippine national

network. A siniLar status report wil l be p!€pared for each country visited to

be sent to all progran participants in the network.

To stant off the integration of the WIRFS Network into the faflring

systens network, we wil l have 2 or 3 participants join the Asian Farming

Systens Network (APSN) Working croup Meeting which wil l- be heLd at IRRI from

October  20-24 ,  1986.

The second round of travel. is pJ-anned for october and Novenber. The

purpose is to fol-low-up on p!'oposed country prograrns. It viU be usefu.I if

such visits can coincide with couDtly level. rneetings, A suggestion to this

effect wilL be explored with each country. The natur€ and timing of the

second roi.rnd of visits wiII depend ver5. much on what is acqonplished in the

first visit and progless nade in the count4. projects.

Pmposed Budget for 1986 is $ 80,000. IRRI contributes the sal-aries of

the Visit ing Scientist, Research Assistants and support staff and wil l

continue to do so in the next two year6.

The S 35,000 and S 40,000 possible supplenents in the second and third

yea:ls wil-l probably be the nininum anount necessary to sustain the regionat

network. However, we wil] explorre additional sources. Right now we ar€
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concentrating on finding support for cormtry programs so that they can prqceed

lrith research implementation.

WOMEN tN RICE FARMING SYSTEMS POTENTIAL DONORS FOR THE PROGRAM

There is widespread inter€st both amoDg nationa] research systems and

bii-ateral donors in supporting work in this fiefd. The Indian Council of

Agrieul-tural- Research is init iating during the 7th Pfan Period a coordinated

researEh project on women in Agricu.Lture. To start with, ]]esearch wi.Ll be

concentrated on issues relating to women in Rice Far:rning Systems. Several

bilateraf donors inc.Iuding USAID and CIDA have expressed interest in

supporting specific count4r projects. The Ford Foundation RegionaJ- Offices

have also expressed similar inter€st. Ihe thited Nations Development lund fon

wornen (UNDFW) is deeply interested in this area and we have afready submitted

a project proposa.l- for funding. thus the imrnediate task is more in the area

of generating worthlrhi1e research tasks to undertake rather than just to look

for funds. l, le ane confident that with the pr€vail ing polit icaf pniority in

most countries to providing opportunities for neaningful ernployment to ruraJ-

wornen in order to enhance the total bousehold income, it should not be

diff icuJ-t to get the support needed fot inplenenting effectively worthwhile

prograns .

APPENDIX

POTENTIAL PROJECTS IN THE PHILIPPINES

To date tbere are 16 potential projects in differ€nt stages of

develoDment as Dart of the national network:

A. Wonen and Technology Developnent

(1) Crop Livestock Farning Systems in two Vitlages of Sta. Earbara,

Pangasinan

Ministry of Agriculture and Food (|4AF)

Institute of Animal Sqience, UPLB

Institute of Plant Breeding, UPI,B

Departnent of Agricult\ l lal Education and Rura.L Studies, UPLB

Col-lege of DeveLopment Economics and Managenent' UPLB

IRRI Rice Farning Systems Prognam and Departnent of Ag.

Economics
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This project is on its second year as part of the Asian Farming Systems

Network which is funded by IDRC and IRRf. The Ministrj/ of Agri.culture and

Food have several staff members assigned to the project.

(2) Bridgj.ng the Information Gap in Integrated Pest Managenent

(IPM) (Special Focus on NonlTraditional Audiences l ike Wonen,

Youth and ChLldren)

- Departnent of Developrnent Communication, UPLB
- Nationaf Crop Protection Center, UPLB

- Department of Agricufturaf Education and Fura-L Studies, UPI,B
- Department of Entornol-ogy, UPLB

- Ministry of Agricu.l-tural and Food particul-arl-y their

Integr:ated Pest Contro.L Program

- Depaltment of Entomology, IRRI

(3) Rural Wonen Research and Training Progran: Building Viable Hone

Food Trades

- Centraf Luzon State University

(4) Integratj.on of Itult ipurpose Trees into the Rjce Farming Systens

- The researcher is exptoning a possible tinkage with IRRI's

program on use of Botanicals.

B. Wonen and Extension

(5) Wonen and Extension in Rice Farning Systens

- College of Agricu.Lture, UPLB

(6) Wonen Labor in Phil ippine tt)tand Comnunities

- Agrarian Reform Institute, UPLB

- Department of Agricultural Education and Rural Studies, UPLB

in cooperation with the Integrated Sociaf Forestry Program of

the Bureau of Forest DeveJ-opment. (This project has been

submiLLed to  IDRC fo r  fund ing) .

(7) Participation of Wonen in Cooperatives Developnent

- Ministry of Agricul-ture and Food
- UPLB
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(8) Rol€ of wonen in Different Farrning Systens: Implications for

Training

- Farming Systems Soils Research Institute, LtrLB

(9) Wonen and Men in Two Ministry of Agriculture Farning Systens

Pro jec ts

-  Ins t i tu te  o f  Ph i l ipp ine  Cu. I tu re

- Ministry of Agricul-ture and Food (This project wil l be fuDded

by USAID l.]ashington and ManiIa)

In addition, the project feader has another project on family strate-

gies supported by IDRC.

C, Inpact of New Technologies on Women and the Household

(10) wonenrs Roles and Inpact of New Technology on Wonen

- Department of Agricul-tura1 Economics, IRRI

(11) Wonen in Rice Farning Systens in San Isidro Project (Hacienda

Maria and Daja Daku, San Isidro, Leyte)

- VISCA Educational Foundation Inc., Baybay, Leyte

D. Conplenentary Studi es

(12) Dynanics of Household Behavior in Rice Farming Systens

- College of Hurnan Ecology, UPLB

(15) Differential Effects of l.,todern Rice Technol.ogy on Household in

Favorable and unf avorable Production Environtrrents

- Departnent of Agniculturaf Economics, IRRI (Funded by IRRI)

(14) Cultivators in Transition: Subsistence Decisions as Interface

Between Operational Reality and Cognized Models (Ecological and

econonic factors affecting the decision-naking patterns of

different categories of households and individuals). The re-

search  s i te  i s  a  r i ce- f i sh  sys ten .

- Ph.D. dissertation research by a staff mernber of the col-]ege

of Home Economics

She is applying for an IRRI schol-arship to support her lEsearch.
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(15) Lagma CPD.S Survey on Farns and Households

- Center fo!' Pol-icy and Developnent Studies, UPLB
- Phil ippine Institute for Development Studies (Funded by pIDS)

E. Sensitization Progra[

(16) Sensitization Prograrn on Wonen in Rice Far.ning Systens

- UPLB in cooperation with IRRI

As outputs firom the diffe!'ent projects becorne available they wilf ser/e

as inputs into the sensitization prcgram.

fn addition to these, we have invited the ?echnical Boa!,d for

Agricultural Credit to join the netwonk so that they can share with the gtoup

their experience with Integrated Rural Financing which involves nany wonen

credit recipients.

Furthetr project expJ-orations wil l be made since interest on the subject

i.s quite high. We hope, in due tine, to have research in different l€gions of

the countrSr based in different institutions as part of the ul_tinate objective

of institutionalizing womenrs concems within the agricu-lt lral resea!,ch and

extension systens.

The participants are schedul_ed to su.bmit tbeir proposal_s on January 31,

1986 for discussion in a one-day worksbop. The package of proposals wil.I then

be su.bnitted for funding to USAID, Ford Formdation (Manila), IDRC, Canadian

Ernbassy, PhiJ.ippine Institute for Developnent Studies ( pIDS) , and the

Philippine Courqil for Agricultural- and Resources Research and Devel-oDment
( PCARRD) .


