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ABSTRACT

This rcsertch oudincd diftcrcntial rolcs of rncn and womeo i|t the f.rming ststems of amphoc Phrao,Changwat
Chi.ng Mri. It is found th.t \romcn panicipaie almoct a! cqually as mcn in labour erchangc, pladti'rg rnd harvcltiDg of
most crop6. Wodcn cngagc le!6 than mcn in land prporation for crop produc{ion and in the .aking of lsrgc animdr sudr as
cows and buffalo€s. On thc othcr hrnd, they takc more respoosibility th.n men in fceding of pigs ard poultry. In the
ovcr.ll, wom€n work fcwcr hours than men in crop production. They work io the ficl& about 63-65 pcr c€nt of thc time
men spetd in crop production. Women ako eogage dxtensivcly in wagc cmploymcot both in farming aod in non-farm
activiti.s.

Womcl in thc sfi.tdy site *ork had not ooly itr th€ fields and in thc sorkplacc but also at homc. Prirripl fcmale
hflnars spcrds on average 35 hours per week oo houaeu,ork @fipaftd to 1l hours Fr x/rek {|ent by their malc counteryarts.
They assurne two roler in the houschold : a ft l-tima housckceper ard a prittcipal agricultural workcr.

Mcn arc found to bc tllorc aclivc rocially atrd thcy sFDd Eorc on drinks, clothcs, ctrtcnainmcnt and social
events. They atE th€ pcrsons who contacl rdlh thc outsidc agents sudr as agriqrltural ertenriot of6oers, villagc h€adman,
bankcrs, govcmment officials, mcrchants and so on. Mcn cons€qucntly know morc about farming and are decision-
makcrs whcn it @mes to agriq tural matt€rs. Formal sourccs of infoamation are morc acccssible to mcn than to gomco

while *omen rcly Borc otr iofoamal sources.
Womco are fouod to b€ custodians of lamily in@me. They havc controt ir day-to-day exFnditure itehs while

expcnditurc on largcr items are decided by thci. husbands on iointly among them. Dccision-making in othcr important
istucs for thc household is also usudly m.de by mes.
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