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Differential Roles of Men and Women in the Farming Systems of
Amphoe Phroa, Changwat Chiang Mai, Thailand

ABSTRACT

This research outlined differential roles of men and women in the farming systems of amphoe Phrao,Changwat
Chiang Mai. It is found that women participate almost as equally as men in labour exchange, planting and harvesting of
most crops. Women engage less than men in land preparation for crop production and in the raising of large animals such as
cows and buffaloes. On the other hand, they take more responsibility than men in feeding of pigs and poultry. In the
overall, women work fewer hours than men in crop production. They work in the ficlds about 6365 per cent of the time
men spend in crop production. Women also engage extensively in wage employment both in farming and in non-farm
activities. .

Women in the study site work hard not only in the fields and in the workplace but also at home. Principal female -
farmers spends on average 35 hours per week on housework compared to 11 hours per week spent by their male counterparts.,
They assume two roles in the houschold : a full-time housekeeper and a principal agricultural worker.

Men are found to be more active socially and they spend more on drinks, clothes, entertainment and social
events. They are the persons who contact with the outside -agents such as agricultural extension officers, village headman,

" bankers, government officials, merchants and so on. Men consequently know more about farming and are decision-
makers when it comes to agricultural matters. Formal sources of information are more accessible to men than to women
while women rely more on informal sources.

Women are found to be custodians of family income. They have control in day-to-day expenditure items while
expenditure on larger items are decided by their husbands on jointly among them. Decision-making in other important
issues for the houschold is also usually made by men.
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