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HOW FARMERS IN THE NORTHEAST SPEND THEIR TIME : A CASE
STUDY FOR NEW TECHNOLOGY ADOPTION
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ABSTRACT

A case study of household record-keeping data frem a farm household
in a rainfed area of Northeastern Thailand suggests that it is often wrong to
assume such households are largely underemployed. Patterns of household
activity are analyzed to demonstrate this point. Analysis of these patterns
suggests that in order to properly assess the feasibility of introducing
changes into the local farming system, researchers should pay careful atten-
tion to existing +time allocation patterns, in order to better understand
farmer decision-making and the nature of the opportunity costs involved., These
may be appreciated through various forms of analysis, not necessarily
household-record keeping. Although this form of data acquisition is costly in
terms of time and meney, it is sometimes needed in order to answer critical

questions and thus better guide other types of information acquisition.
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