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Roles of Women, Children and Elders
in Agriculture and Household Activities

ABSTRACT
Thb study.ttcmpts to gcneratc informatioo on farm l.bor utilisatk o by age and gcndcr. The ovcrall obieltive

is lo increa$ co[cem of agriqrltqal res€ach al|d extension for vadation of famers' roles withi[ farm household. This
will allow better definition of the target goups. Th€ study analyses labor utilisation of 17 hous€holds at Ban Hlolad, a
village in Khoo Kaen Thailand. D.ta was collected by tbe daily record keeping method in 1984/1985 crop year.

Sp€cilic objectives of the study are to demonstratc poryortioir of labor usage in various enterprises and to
illustrate roles of labor withi|r the houschold. The results rev€al that 70 percent of female labor (14-65 year) is allocated
to i[come generating enterpris€s 6uch as caop, Iivestock, gathering and business activities. In crop production, female
contaibutions not only fouod io every activity in cropping but also show greater propoation of lat or hour as compared to
mal€ labor. (37 VS 347"). In livestock production, however, female labor compris€s a lower proportion than male labor
with supplemental labor &aum from school-aged farm boy and male elders. Another important eoterprise invloving
female labo. i! business, e.g., s€lliog home garden products and weaving.

Despite child.en's help i! hous€hold chores especially in obtaioing *ater in the dry season, their major contri-
butin (507" of total hou.) is in [wsock enteryrise. The qop enteryrise accountcd for 257" of their tine wherqs gathering
enterpris€ consunred about 5y" of children's total time.

Eldcrs in thk sample households contribute about 65% of their time to livestock production but only 3% in
crop production. This i\becaure rending free grazing livestock is time consuming. It is important to note that alrhough
crop enterpdse a@unt for only marginal labor hour of the elders' group, the activities reporl€d i6 vcry decisive.It idvolvcs
water insp€ction or repairiog paddy buods.

A cas€ siudy is Nl$o used to illstrate lhc roles of mcmbers in ooe erteDded family. The result rcveals that if the
household has sufficient area for agriculturc. a daughter cnn ptay a major role in raisirg cattle that is b€cause cattle or
buffalo€s can be free grazed on th€ family's land, With iDsufficient mal€ labor in the hous€hold, as show in this cas€, a
major role in cropping is delegated to anothcr douShter who contribute almoct all her time in rica aod various kind of
cash crop production. Swine raising in the hous€hold js the g.aodDother's drajor .esponsibility ranging from feeding to
s€lling.

Erample from the caae study suggests vad{tion in farme6's roles can tre found within a houschold. It is
important for agri@ltural ertcnsion worker to realize the rolcs of farm household membcas, as well as geoeral faam
condition io order lo €ncourag€ technology development through pertinent labor for certain enterpris€.
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