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Roles of Women, Children and Elders
in Agriculture and Household Activities

ABSTRACT

This study attempts to generate information on farm labor utilisation by age and gender. The overall objective
is to increase concern of agricultural reseach and extension for variation of farmers’ roles within farm houschold. This
will allow better definition of the target groups, The study analyses labor utilisation of 17 households at Ban Hinlad, a
village in Khon Kaen Thailand. Data was collected by the daily record keeping method in 1984/1985 crop year.

Specific objectives of the study are to demonstrate porportioh of labor usage in various enterprises and to

iltustrate roles of labor within the household. The results reveal that 70 percent of female fabor (14-65 year) is allocated

to income generating enterprises such as crop, livestock, gathering and business activities. In crop production, female
contributions not only found in every activity in cropping but also show greater proportion of labor hour as compared to
male labor. (37 V5 34%). In livestock production, however, female labor comprises a lower proportion than mate labor
with supplementat labor drawn from school-aged farm boy and male elders. Another important enterprise invioving
female labor is business, e.g., selling home garden products and weaving.

Despite children’s help ip household chores especially in obtaining water in the dry season, their major contri-
bution (50% of total hour) is in livestock enterprise. The crop enterprise accounted for 25% of their time whereas gathering
enterprise consumed about 5% of children’s total time.

Elders in this sample households contribute about 65% of their time to livestock production but only 3% in
crop production. This is,because tending free grazing livestock is time consuming. It is important to note that although
crop enterprise account for only marginal labor hour of the elders’ group, the activities reported is very decisive. It involves
water inspection or repairing paddy bunds.

A case study is also used to illstrate the roles of members in one extended family. The result reveals that if the
household has sufficient area for agriculture, a daughter can play a major roie in raising cattle that is because cattle or
buffaloes can be free grazed on the family’s land. With insufficient male labor in the houschold, as show in this case, a
major role in cropping is delegated to anather doughter who contribute almost all her time in rice and various kind of
cash crop production. Swine raising in the household is the grandmother’s major responsibility ranging from feeding to
selling. .
Example from the case study suggests vanation in farmers's roles can be found within a household. It is
important for agricultural extension worker to realize the roles of farm household members, as well as general farm
condition in order to encourage technology development through pertinent labor for certain enterprise.
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