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Agricultural diversifi cation

Abstract
Agricultural diversification is aimed to reduce farmen' risk from rely on one commodity

to emphasize on several commodities which have gmd market potential. This strategy will help farmers

to earn more income, reduce seasonal unemployment and preserve natural resources in farmers fields.

In the 6" National Socioeconomic plan, govemment aims o introduce agricultural diversification to

5l provinces, which cover area of 5.71 million rai in 5 years. It will be done through improving

cmpping systems, farming systems and in[oducting agro-forestry.

Although, agroecosystem, marketing, investment and retum could limit agricultural

diversification sustainability. From research srudy, it was found tlrat four factors could help achieve

sustainable agricultural diversificalion i.e. government invested !o develop water resource, had complete

cycle production system, related to the agroecosystem and supported previous farmers' activities.

So, agricultural diversification should emphasize on agricultural commodities which are

suitable for he agroecosystem, market demand. Govemment could help in developing water resources,

producting and marketing systems giving loan especially to small farmers.
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n'lt1{fi 1 The Farm and the Nation : Economic Performarce in Five Regional Projccts, Mid- 1960s

Ceylon Mexico Spain Israel Nctherlands

Measure of

Economic

Performance Agriculture

transition

transition to special-

Production phase subsistence to mixed mixed izod specialized

Value of annual

farm output ($) 400 800 1,600 8,300 22,W

Investment per

workday ($) 2.2 2 r0 28 60

Net annual farm

income ($) 280 500 1,100 2,7m 4,500

Operating costs

at 70 of value

of output 30 37 32 67 80

Purchased inpute

at % of total

inpus 2n 27.5 25 50 70

The National Economy

Gross domestic

product per

capita ($) l4O 440 530 1,100 1,350

% of labor force

in agriculture 53 50 35 13 l0

ll1 : Weitz, Raanan 1971. Table 1.27l
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