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Evaluation of an On - Farm Designed
Technology : Application to the Adoption

of a New Two - Pan Stove among the
Palm Sugar Producers in Sathing Phra Area

Southern Thailand.

ABSTRACT

Following the previous phases of diagnosis and solving of the rnain limiting factors through on-farm develop-
ment-oriented research activities, the evaluation o{the adoption by the farmen ofa proven technology, appropriate to

local circumstances and ready for extension can be caraied out more easily if a typology of lhe existing Agricultural

Production Systems (APS) based on their functioning and history is already available.
The objectives of such an evaluation are :

-To evaluate the d€gree of adaptation of the proposed technique to the types of APS concemed.
-To define the whole set of conditions which leads to the adoption of the technology, given the diversity

of the agro€cological and socio-economic environments at farm level.
-To provide infoamation in orde. to make declsions conceming eventual future research and extension

aclivilies.
Usually, the kind of evaluation proposed 4llow the initial diagnosis to be confinned, criticized and enriched,

and thereby feeds th€ iterative process of development-oriented research on agrarian systems-
During the preparation ofthe evaluatioo, basic assumptions derived from the theory of agrarian and farming

systems differentiatioo, as well as the data accumulated ;fter the previous pbases of diagnosis and on-farm design of
th€ te.hnology, allon the s€lection of both a limited number of difrerent farm situations and a series of synthetic indicators
(impact, effciency, co6t, falmers' reactions) to guide the indep$ analyris of each cas€ selected. This is done during a 6eld

work stage which is organized as a kind of rapid ruiil appraisal survey.
Analysis and ioterpretation of the data proceed at different levels: for example, the technique itself in the

farm context, the impacts ofits adoplion on the cropping sub-system and global APS, the heterogeneity of its disserni-
nation at the village and regional levels.

The pres€nt pap€r is illustrated by a recent evaluation ofthis kind carried out in the Sathing Phra area after a
one-year period of successful ext€nsion of a new tso-pan stove among the local producers of palmyra palm sugar.
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