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Rainy Season Rice farming Systems and Fisheries
in a Poor Coastal village of Songkla Lake : Tayee Case

Abstract

The data was obtained from 76 farmers of Mooban Tayee of Tombon Hauyluek, Amphur Rattaphume.
Changwat Songkhla. The resegrrch team use a Farming Systems and Research Approach to categorize.the farmiog
systems of Amphur Rattaphume into 4 main farming systems namely a) rubber/fruit tree/upland rice, b) intensive-
lowland rice . c) I rubber/lowland rice/vegetabale, and d) rainy-season ricelsmall-fisherics - Tayee was selected to be a
representativ€ Mooban of the rainy s€ason rice/small fishery system.

It was found in this study that the majority of farmers of Tayee started sowing rice seed in early July. Rice
transplanting fi€lds were prcpared in September and October. Approximately 75% of farmers used a t*o-wheel tractor
for land prcparation. The majority of farmers (&ly") grew traditional dce va.ieties, The most popular traditional varieties
were Tong-home, Nang-Egg, and To-mai. Only l7% of 76 farmen grew recommeoded varaieties. The main reasons
cited for not growing recommended rice va.ieties were unsuitability of paddy land, unavailability of recommended rice
s€ed and recommended varieties xlere not known to some farme$.

Eighty percent of farmers applied chemical fertilizer to rice seedbeds at a concentration of 20 kg/rai and to
transplanted rice fields al 13 kg/rai. Only a few farmers (4%) used ins€cticide while 17o used rat poison. Farmers
indiciated the major constraints in ric€ fanning were soil salinity, acid soils and lack of water during the dry season.

Fifty four p€rcent of the 76 farmen had fishing as a mi[o. occupation. The major constraint of the lishery as
identified by the farmers was the reduction of fishes and shrimp fisheries due to increased pressure as more people
became involved in this aclivity. The main causes of poverty in this village we.e probably was a) small land holdiog (10
railhousehold) and poor soil fertility, b) inappropriate rice technology such as unsuitable recommended ric€ varieties
and finally c) fishing activities were not *,ell developed by relevant government organizations.
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