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Conceptual ldeas on the Area,

Community and Household Analysis

ABSTRACT

The analysis of "area-community - farm household" is a pr€liminary step in the Farming System Research
procedure with the objective to identify the key problems and opportunities for agricultural developmeot in the target
area. This kind of anal'sis requires an interdisciplinary team with the res€ardErs Fom agricdtural, economic, and socio-cultural
backgrounds. Rather than emphasizing only on the new production technologies, the team has to set the objective of

the analysis, to broadly cover the relationship tr€t\reen production technologies and physical factors ?rs well as economic
and sociorultural factors. The analyzers also have to know how to link the specific objectiv€ of their study to rhe prime
objective, goals or targets of the whole rural development. The analyzer then have to identify the relationsbips among
components or activities that lead to obtain the specific objectives and holistic undeFtanding ofthe system under study.

Aloog the st€p of the area analysis, thc boundary aod the hierarchial level of the target area have to be identified
first so the date collection for the anslysis can be made. The aim of the analysis often concems the attempt to inqease
the level of income based on per capita or household. Within the targetarea, community unils with different income levels or
stability are identified. Then, stratification is made accordingly to show that different zones would have diffe.eot type of
problems and opportunities to improve income status and standard of livings

The objective of anallzing the repres€ntative village or community uiith of the zonal area is to unde6tand
th€ aationales behind the existing pattems of natural rcsource usage and livelihood practices within th€ communily. The
study also emphasizes on the relationship within community in the fonn of social grouping, rules and regulations, beliefs,
customs and traditions, €tc, which hav€ significant idteractions with agricultural practices in the target zo[e.

Farm households within the commurity unit or village are further stratified inlo different groups with different
falm resources or type of problerns and opportunities for improvement. The repres€ntative of each farmer groups are
then andlyred for the ulderstanding of the holsehold's deaision making in farming slstem or livelihood s'sterns management.
Io such case, the liv€lihood or farming system is divided into smaller components to identify the key income generating
sectoJ that necd further improviment or otherwis€ replacement with other n.w income activity. This key income com-
ponent is then funher anal'"zed by identifying lhe weakest activity step (s) or component (s) within the produdion process to
find ways of improvement. Appropriate technologies to improve income status conld only be suggested after frnish

ing evaluation on complementation between the improved income component with other key component of the farming
livelihood systems under the background of the existing intemal and extemal bio-physical and socio-economic factors.

The last part of the analysis is to prioritize the problems for further implementation. High priority should bc
given to the local problems that involve the mjority of the farmers in th€ target area and should be under the mandate
of the agenry who are doing the analysis. Above all, scre€ning for problem priority has to be performed under the opinion of
th€ farmers in the tarset area.
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