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Roles of Women in Farming Systems

Abstract

) In Northest Thailand where rainfed rice farming Systems is still predominant, labor of both sexes of ail age are
crucial factor of production. This report is aimed at illustrating the effort to increase concerns of integrating women as
part of the farm technology development process. An effort is jointly initiated by a team of researchers from the farming
Systems Research Institute (FSRI) and Khon Kaen University at the FSRI on-going research on crop-tivestock development

‘project at Ban Don Por Daeng, Ban Pai, Khon Kaen Province.

The analysis of existing farm records and on farm crop trial notes reveal a confirmation in equal roles of male
and female labor in crop production and off-farm wage earning at nearby arcas. Male labor were participating more in
large animal production, however, male and female tabor were contributing equally in poultry production. Inter-
changeable roles among male and female labor was indicated. The analysis is an example of how available data can be
used in analysing gender roles in farming, given that information on labor uscage were recorded by name of family
member.

In addition, the village is evident high degree of migration to the middle East for off-farm opportunity and
severe erratic rainfall in the last two years. With drought stress situation and insufficient male labor at home, the team
indicated that roles of housewives whose household members migrated to Middle East should be a case study investigate
the impacts of migration on role and function of the housewives. It was revealed that migration of husbands to Middle
East created a great deal of impact on housewives role and function. Their usual role and function had changed. They
had to take up their husbands role and function. The housewives not only did varions domestic works but also had to
grow rice, preparing soil and transplanting young shoots. If the families had casava fields, the housewives had to plant,
harvest and sell the produces. Most of the families shelted farm animals such as water buffaloes, cows and chickens. In
addition, some housewives had to do laboring job for a period of three to four months before they receive money from
husbands. Being single parents, housewives also had to take care of all the domestic jobs, social activities, official activities,
and making all the decisions. It could be said that the housewives whose husbands had migrated to Middle East had to
play roles of both husband and wife. .

Tt was found that the housewives husbands migrated to Middle East faced with economic problems, especially
in the early period when their husbands had not sent money to them. When their husbands did not consistently sent
money, many housewives tended to have a lot of stress and anxiety resulted from debts and loans that they had to pay
back with interests. In addition, they were worried about their husbands work and living situations in a foreign country.
The essential needs for these housewives were to have companionships, guidance and counseling in various activities,
e.g. growing mulberry tree, rearing silk worms and health services in the village.

The development of mulberry garden should a potential crop in the area because mulberry is drought resistant
and should be provided technical advice for rearing silk worms to them in order to increase the family income.
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