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Abstract

In 1987 Suphan Buri Farming Systems Development Research Office, with the cooperation of Sericulture
Research Institute introduced sericulture activities to Nhong Makamong Sub-district, Danchang ‘District, Suphan Buri
Province. It began with mulberry cultivation to 6 contract farmers. Each farm should establish at least 5 rai of mul-
berry to produce mulberry leaves available for 2 boxes of silkworm-eggs/time. In 1988, there are 4 contract farmers
constructed 4 prototype of silkworm rearing shelters. It was under techlnical assistance and some sharing of financial
support from Suphan Buri FSDRO, there were two prototype of 4X5 meters and each of 6X9 meters and 6x10 meters.
The cost of construction was 4,382 Baht, 8,278 Baht, 12,208 Baht and 14,683 Baht respectively. Two to four boxes of
silkworm-egg could be raised in those of four prototype depend on a size of shelter.

In 1989, prototype 4X5 meters shelters were modified to 4X9.30 meters by farmers in order to raise 3 boxes
of silkworm. They also constructed 8X12 meters shelter to raise 4-5 boxes of silkworm, its cost 23,940 Baht. The
farmers also expanded their area of mulberry to be 15-25 rai per farm in order to have mulberry leaves available for
silkworm. The result shown that since 1988 the farmers could raise 8—10 times per year during May-March of follow-
ing year. Each period of silkworm raising took about 25-28 days. Normally the farmers would raise 3—4 boxes of sil-
kworm each time. An average vield of cocoons was 25.78 kg. per box. The price of cocoons varied from 97.40 to
126.60 Baht per kilogram depend on quality of cocoons. Now, these activities became a very good source of monthly
income in additional to their farm income which could improve farmer's standard of living. Therefore these activities
have been accepted rapidly. At present the number of contract farmers are 67 farmers and total area of mulbenry is
1,300 rai. These technology has been extrapolated to Phanomthuan Sub-district, Phanomthuan District, Kanchanaburi
Province and Sapanhin Sub-district, Watsing District, Chainat Province which were similar in agro-eco system.

Kanchanaburi Province

In 1989, sericulture activities were introduced to 2 contract farmers-in Kanchanaburi Province. It began with
mulberry cultivation 5-10 rai a farm. In 1990, two silkworm rearing shelters were constructed, 6X9 meters and5.5X11
meters. The cost of construction was 13,525 Baht and 17,032 Baht respectively. three to four boxes of silkworm-eggs
could be raised in those of two prototype. The result in first year of rearing shown that the farmers could raise 6
times per year during August-March of following year. An average yield of cocoons was 28.83 kg. per box. The price
of cocoons varied from 114 to 119.40 Baht per kilogram. At present the number of contract farmers are 8 farms and
total area of mulberry is 75 rai.
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Chainat Province

In 1990 sericulture activities were introduced to Chainat Province. It began with mulberry cultivation to 17
contract farmers. The total area of mulberry plantation was 40 rai. Three silkworm shelter were contructed. There are
2 prototype of 6x8 meters and one of 10X12 meters silkworm shelter. The cost of contruction were 31,420 Baht and
50,031 Baht. Two to five boxes of silkworm could be raised in those shelters. The result of first year raising shown
that an average yield of cocoons was 2806 kg. per box The price of cocoons varied from 107.70 to 120 Baht per kio-
gram. At present the number of contract farmers are 17 farms and total area of mulberry is 122 rai.
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