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WOMEN' § ROLES IN HOUSEHOLD FARM WORK AND DECISION-MAKING :
A CASE OF TWO MUSLIM VILLAGES IN PATTANI
Abstract

The overall objective of the study was to find out women's work and decision-making
roles in farm activitics in the Malay cultral sctting of Southern Thailand, he study also aimed to
find out the different roles of women related Lo houschold resources, farm technologics and infrastructure.

The data was obtained from 122 houscholds of Ban Mapah and Ban Benac Badae of
Amphoe Yarang. The villages were categorized as less develoed village and more developed village
due to two major differences--level of adoption of high yiclding rice varictics (HYVs) and access
to infrastructure and markets. Three landholding classes--large, medium and small--were defined.
Information about houschold members' participation in work and decision-making were collected through
personal inlerviews,

It was found that although in general men and women helped each other in most of
agriculural tasks, sexual division of labour occurred based on farmers' perception of the suitability
of men and women for specific kind of work. In rice farming, adoption of HYVs alfccicd womens'
participation be rcducing their level of participation in some tasks cspecially in harvestion and
threshing. These changes also affected their parlicipation in routine decision-making concerned. However,
landholding differcnces did not show any significant effect on womens' participalion in rice cultivation
due to the even distribution of operated land among villagers. The participation of women in adoption
decision-making related to rice cullivation was lower than that in work and routine decision-making.

In crops other than rice, ievel of women's participation varied according 10 nature of
tasks. Their participation in rubber production diflered in refation to task, size¢ of rubber garden and
location of rubber garden. In fruit production, women dominated only in marketing. In vegetable
and field crops production, women were dominant in caring for the crops wherc the production was
mainly for household consumption but this decreascd when the production was more commercially
oriented. In relation to decision-making concerned wilh crops other than rice, the involvement of
women differed according to types of decision and associated with the level of their participation in

the related tasks.
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Regarding livestock keeping, women were dominant in caring [or small livestock whereas o large
livestock men were dominant. Their involvement in decisions concerned also followed the same
trends.
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