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WOMEN'S ROLES IN HOUSEHOLD FARM WORK AND DECISION.MAKING:

A CASE OF TWO MUSLIM VILLAGES IN PATTANI

Abstract

Thc overall objcctive of $e study was to find out womcn's work and decision-making

rolcs in farm activitics in the Malay cultural sctting of Southcm Thailand. he study also aimed to

find out the different rolcs of women related to houschold rcsourccs, falm tcchnologics and infrasEucturc.

The data was obtaincd from 122 houscholds of Ban Mapah and Ban Benac Badac of

Amphoc Yarang. The villages were categorizcd as lcss dcvclosd villagc and morc dcvcloped village

due to two major diffcrences--lcvel of adoprion of high yiclding rice varicrics (HYVS) and access

to infrastructure and markets. Threc landholding classes-Jargc, medium and small--were defined.

Inlormation about houschold members' participation in work and decision-making wcre collccted through

pcrsonal interviews.

It was found that although in general men alrd women helpcd cach other in most of

agriculural tasks, scxual division o[ labour occurrcd bascd on f::rmers' pcrccption of $e suitabilily

of men and women for spccific kind of work. In rice firming, adoption of HYVs alTcctcd womens'

participal.ion be rcducing their lcvel of participation in some usks cspccially in harvestion and

threshing. Thcse changes also affccted their participation in routine dccision-ma&ing concemcd. However,

landholding differcnces did not show any significant effect on womens' participadon in rice cultivation

duc to the even distribution of operated land arnong villagcrs. The participalion o( womcn in adoption

decision-making related to ricc cultivation was lowcr l'han fiat in work an<i routinc decision-making.

In crops othcr fian ricc, lcvcl of womcn's participation varied according [o naure of

frsks. Their participation in rubber production diflbrcd in relarion ro usk, size of rubbcr garden and

location of rubber garden. In fruit production, women donrinatcd only in markedng. ln vegetable

and field crops production, women were dominant in caring for the crops wherc fic producLion was

mainly for household consumption but this decrczLscd when trc producdon w:tli more commercially

orientcd. In reladon to decision-making concerncd wilh crops othcr than rice, the involvement of

womcn differed according to types of decision and associatcd with rJlc level of their parl.icipation in

thc rclatcd tasks.
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Rcganling Iivcstock kccping, won)on wcrc rionrinant in caring l i lr small I ivcstock whoreas in l ingc

livcsbck mcn wcrc (bminrnt. Thcir involvcnrcnt in docisions conccrncd also lbllowcd tltc samc

tr!-n(ls.
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