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Abstract

This study had an objective to analyze relative importance of variables measuring
household food security and its three main components, i.e., food availability, food access and food
utilization. Interviews using structured questionnaires were scheduled for key stakeholders including
local leaders, professional group leaders, and representatives of government offices in Karakate
sub-district, Chian Yai district, Nakhon Si Thammarat province. They were asked, based on their
subjective judgement, to give relative importance of variables in each components of household food
security. Pair comparisons between variables were later interactively analyzed with the Analytic
Hierarchy Process (AHP) framework. It was found that these stakeholders viewed food availability
component as the most important, followed by food access and food utilization, respectively. In
terms of food availability, total area was the most important variable, followed by amount of rice
reserves and total rice production, respectively. With regards to food access, total household income
was the most important variable, followed by food expenditure, and diversity of consumed food. In
terms of food utilization, amount of protein was the most important variable, followed by protein
sufficiency, adult nutritional status, amount of carbohydrate, carbohydrate sufficiency, children
nutritional status and nutritional status of children under five years old, respectively. It is expected
that understanding of this relative importance lead to a more accurate and participatory calculation
of household food security levels of different villages in Karakate sub-district, which indicate where

development projects of different emphasis of food security can be properly taken place.

Key Words : relative importance, household food security, food availability, food access, food
utilization
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