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Abstract

The objective of this study is to analyses relationships among various factors affecting
environmental and health status of rubber farmers. The study was quantitative in nature, purposively
selecting villages that were on plain areas. Rubber farmers were simple randomly sampled of size
144 households. It was found that physical and socio-economic variables that had impacts on the
environment were size of rubber plantation, household income, income form rubber, length of
occupation, education level, debt and perception of information. Rubber plantation operational
factors that had impacts on the environment were weeding and pest eradication and rubber tapping
operations. Mental factors that had impacts on the environment were opinions on land preparations,
on fertilizer application and on impacts of weeding and pest eradication. Physical and socio-
economic factors that had impacts on health were household income, income form rubber and
perception of information. Rubber plantain operational factors that had impacts on health were
rubber maintenance, weeding and pest eradication and rubber tapping operations. For mental
factors, job satisfaction, opinions on land preparations, opinions on impacts of fertilizer application,
opinions on impacts of weeding and pest eradication to the environment, opinions on impacts of
weeding and pest eradication to health and opinions on sustainability of rubber plantation were key
impact factors. It is recommended that rubber farmers should form an alliance to jointly learn how to
do rubber operations in line with religious teaching under the community’s sufficiency economy
concept. This is expected to rehabilitate the community’s environment and health status in a
sustainable way.

Key Words : rubber plantations operational, environment impacts, health impacts
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