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Abstract

This study has two objective 1) to study farmer activities in rubber plantations and 2) to
compare opinions between highland and lowland rubber growers on impact of farmer activities on
health and the environment. Quantitative data were collected by interviewing 298 households
comprising of 154 households in highland and 144 households in lowland. It was found that the
rubber growers learnt their rubber growing techniques from their families and self practicing. They
perceived rubber knowledge and information form government officials on an average one time a
year. The highland growers indicated their opinions on an overall average that the impacts on health
from land preparation, and for the use of chemical herbicides and pesticides were statistically and
significantly higher than those opinions of the lowland growers. (P < 0.01) The impacts on
environment form the use of chemical fertilizers, the use of chemical herbicides and pesticides and
rubber tapping as expressed by the highland growers were higher than those of the lowland growers
but they were not statistically significant. In addition, both groups of rubber growers indicated an
overall average impacts from the use of chemical herbicides and pesticide on health higher than on
the environment. It is recommended that good rubber farming practices should be delivered to the
rubber growers at least once in every two months. Knowledge on correct usage of chemicals in terns
of amounts and applications techniques should be transferred to the rubber growers to prevent

environment and heath hazards that may occur to health and the environment.

Key Words : rubber plantation operations, highland and loneland rubber growers, health and

environmented impacts
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