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Improved Productivityof Integrated AgriculturalSystem to Reduce Possible Risk in

MaizeProduction System on SlopingLand in Nan Province
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Abstract

Farmers in the northern most reaches of the North of Thailand have been growing
maize for many years. Now the yields are falling. Soil erosion and deterioration of the land.
The point has now been reached where there are changes to the system of cropping
practices. It is possible to classify the farming systems practiced into 3 principle groupings:
farms where rubber is the principle plant, field crops on the hills and thirdly, the paddy field
after rice such as soybean or vegetables together with livestock enterprises for family
consumption or profit. The factors are affect improvement such as marketing, prices, know
how, capital and water supply. The system which farmer has choose, rubber as the main
crop, paddy rice as food together with other field crops, and soybean following paddy

harvest. The income is sustainable and long time. But there remain problems of low yields,
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ignorance regarding rubber planting and a lack of rubber tapping skills. To develop system.
As a result, the farmers have improved their tapping and management abilities and efficient
harvest latex where they have adopted the farming system. The resulted is increase areas
planted in rubber on the slopes, both as substitute to maize and through additional farmers,
who have started growing rubber, increase averaging 8-12% per year. This has become a
pathway for reducing maize area and increase income by soybean after rice, although it is

evident that farmers still must improve production to become secure.
Keywords: Integrated farming system, sloping area, maize production system
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