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Technology and Development Cassava Production in the Eastof Thailand
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Abstract

Production technologies for cassava was developed and verified for three provinces
(Chanthaburi, Rayong and Srakaeo) in the East of Thailand in 1998-2010. The research project
was in collaboration with several research partners and, and the problems encountered
were the difficulty in getting access to technologies, the shortage of good varieties, high cost
of production supplies and infestation of important diseases and pests. The objectives of
technology verification research were to find the suitable technologies for the target areas
and to transfer the technologies to the farmers. Rayong 9 had the highest yield and highest
percent starch in Chanthaburi and it also provided the highest income of 4,180 Baht/Rai. The
benefit cost ratio as 2.9 in the research stations compared to 1.9 in farmer farms. The
recommended method for controlling cassava mealybugs gave the highest yield of 5,342
Kg/Rai, which was 17% higher than 4,562 Kg/Rai of the farmer’s method. The recommended
method also gave the highest income of 10,766 Baht/Rai compared to 7,656 Baht/Rai of the
farmer’s method, and the income was 40% higher than that of the farmer's methods. The
recommended method also gave the highest benefit and cost ratio of 2.7 compared to 2.1
of the famer’s method. The new technologies were adopted by farmers because the
technologies gave higher benefit compared to the farmer’s method. Technology transfer was
carried out in Pongnamron district, Chanthaburi province. Five hundred farmers took part in
the training program and the production area under the program was 15,000 Rai. The
quantitative purposes were that 70% of trained farmers are able to adopt new cassava
production technologies and the yield increases from 4 Tons/Rai to 5 Tons/Rai accounting
for 25% increase. The qualitative purposes were that the farmers know new cassava varieties
and are able to adopt new technologies. The trained farmers also took part in cassava yield
test, demonstration plots and dissemination of new cassava varieties new technologies to
other farmers.

Keywords: cassava, yield, percent starch and production cost
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