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Intensive Agriculture Case Study: Chinese Radish Growing in Nong-Ngong Village
M.10 Baan-Had Sub-District, Baan-Had District, Khon Kaen Province
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ABSTRACT

Recently agriculture in the Northeast Thailand is rapidly changing from subsistent to semi-commercial and
commercial purposes. This change parallels with the increasing of population which in turn increases need or housing
and the expanding of cities. It causes decreasing of agricultural land which opposes to the increasing need for food.
The intensive agriculture is a type of agriculture that can meet the increasing food demand by mechanization and
intensive use of labors. Although, the intensive agriculture has long been in Northeast but it has only in small area. In
Nong-Ngong village M.10, Baan-Had sub-district, Baan-Had District, Khon Kaen Province, the intensive planting of
Chinese radish has been planted for a long time. Understanding intensive Chinese radish growing system in this area

can a be useful information base for expanding to other area in Northeast. The purpose of this case study is to
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understand the intensive planting system of Chinese radish and identify factors associated with continuous planting
period. Systematic semi-structure interview indicated that the farmers in Nong-Ngong village M.10 have been using
small area in paddy field to grow Chinese radish, 2.16 rai’/household. They plant 3-4 times per planting season, after
rice harvest they use experience and skilled household labors to grow Chinese raddish. The intensive planting of
Chinese radish in Nong-Ngong village M.10 can persist among rapid changes surrounding the village because of
different factors. Suitable physical land, soil in, most of the area is sandy There is year round water resource
available. Moreover, transportation is convenient, market is easily accessible and supportive. Importantly there are
sufficient household labors staying within the village in spite of out migration of labor in other areas in the Northeast
Thailand. Because of these supporting factors aforementioned, the farmers have been continued doing this activity for

more than 40 years.
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