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Continuance of Tomato Seed Production Under Contract Farming : A Case Study in

Lad Na Piang Village, Savatee Sub-District, Muang District, Khon Kaen Province
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ABSTRACT

Contract farming has been practiced in Northeast Thailand since 1979. Farmers in many areas discontinue
the contract farming due to lack of labour, high demand of efficiency management and impacts on farmers’ health
and environment through pesticides using. However from general field survey in Khon Kaen province, tomato seed
production under contract farming in Ban Lad Na Piang have been continuously practicing over a period of 30 years.
Why this village can continue to produce tomato seeds under the contract farming for so long. Through semi-
structured interview, various factors are involved: 1) households and village labours are available within the
community 2) regular follow up and check on health condition by local authorities 3) there are many companies
continuously promote and provide input investment to the farmers 4) both farmers and the contract companies
participate in making production plan 5) labour and resource saving technologies are available and 6) high return on
investment. Moreover physical characteristics of the village land was suitable for producing tomato seed. These
factors are important for farmers’ decision making to continuously producing tomato seed under the contract farming.
These factors can be made into guideline for further extension in other areas if long term health and environmental
impacts are considered.
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