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ABSTRACT

Dairy farming in Thailand has been expanding in terms of number of dairy cattle and milk production but the
number of farms has been decreasing. This changing trend is due to high feed cost, improper management and
possibly approaching of agreement on FTA. This circumstance may affect sustainability of the dairy farming,
particularly by small dairy holders in the northeast of Thailand, is an interesting research question. To evaluate the
sustainability its indicators need to be developed particularly by small dairy holders’ participation. However, only
limited studies on such sustainability have been carried out. Participatory workshops were conducted to identify initial
sustainability indicators. Total of 34 indicators were identified which could be divided into 4 aspects 1) production
technique, consisting of 13 indicators 2) economic aspect, consisting of 14 indicators 3) social and organization
aspects,consisting of 4 indicators and 4) environmental aspect consisting of 3 indicators. The result indicated that
through the small holders’ participation the initial sustainability indicators could be identified. Further comparison of
these initial indicators with other studies may result in common indicators that can be applied to evaluate small dairy
farms in different areas.
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