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Role of development a learning center for promotion the sufficiency
economy: A case study in Chumphae district, Khon Kaen province
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ABSTRACT: The purpose of the research was to study role of local learning center for promotion self-sufficiency
economy in Chumphae district, Khon Kaen province. For this purpose, information was obtained at the household
levels. A questionnaire was administered to 18 farmer households with a semi-structured interview. Information
was subjected to qualitative analysis, and descriptive statistics were calculated. Results of analysis showed that the
critical reflection from their old past experiences of unsuccessful in growing for commercial market by applying
chemical-based inputs and resulting in indebtedness. Almost all the production of agriculture was following the money
as a foundation. As consequence, these could impact on natural resource degradation and failure in the family. Ways
of critical reflection included analysis of suffering and would happen in the past, present and future, that having
awareness and inspiration in changing paradigm. The applied Dhamma principles included Ariyasat 4, Ittibaht 4, four
principles virtuous existence and local wise precepts related to self-realization and self-reliance that changing ways
of thinking and practices following these could resolving the problems. Master own destiny was stimulated through
local wisdom and role model with the right ways of thinking. As consequence, farmer created a learning group that
could sharing life experience, observation, brainstorming, reflection own ways and conducting farmer to farmer
togetherness research to solve their problems for their life purpose. These could raising life quality from knowledge
creation that coping own family, natural resources, economics and community following with having virtues for
life. The integration of local knowledge with new knowledge could stand against globalization streams. The final
results included building up biodiversity, food sufficiency, and debt reduction, establishing network participation,
strengthening the network, wellness living, following with increasing household income.

Keywords: Learning center, Farmer network, Local economic
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Table 1 Impact on natural resources, economic and social aspect under development of a learning center for
promotion of self-sufficiency economy in the community.

Parameters Number of households Impacts
changing
Not change Positive

Natural resource aspect at farm level ® |t was found that 100% of households of farmers grow
- Vegetable and animal 0 18 vegetable and raising the animal for consumption.
consumption 0 18 Likewise, 100% of households had created farm

- Farm biodiversity biodiversity and soil fertility under development of the

- Soil fertility 0 18 program. Meanwhile, 77.8% of famer households

- Water sufficiency 4 14 reported they having water sufficiency for integrated

farming system for whole year. However, 22.2% of
farmers still having a shortage of water by about 1 month
before the rainy season come. Otherwise, such water
did not use for irrigation field crop, such as sugarcane

or cassava.

Farm input and economic aspect ® The analysis showed that 66.7% of famers having a

reduction in using of chemical fertilizers, pesticide and

- Chemical fertilizers 0 18 weed control. Especially, the rate of reduction in

chemical fertilizer application decreased by about

- Pesticide and weed control 0 18 50-60% compare to former rate. However, 100% of

famers did not use chemical fertilizers and pesticide in

- Hire labour 8 10 integrated farming system. In term of labour hiring,

55.6% of households having a labour exchange in a

- Food expenditure 0 18 network, but for the field crop activities only. Meanwhile, the
integrated farming system they operated from their own.

- Debt 7 " ® In the dimension of economic aspect, 83.3% of

households had a reduction of food expenditure in a

- Income 0 18 range of 4,500-5,000 baht/month. Additionally, 61.1%

of households got a reduction of debt 20-30% compare
to former debt. Meanwhile, 38.9% did not change, since
they use money for farm investment and providing for
their students. In term of income, 72.2% of households’
income increased in a little bit that in a range of 5-10%.
Meanwhile 27.8% of famers received in income
increasing that in range of 10-15%.

Social aspect ® In term of social aspect, 100% of famer households
- Life pension 0 18 planned for growing long duration crop or tree like a life

- Establishing network participation pension, such as Melientha suavis Pierre, Dipterocarpus

- Social sharing activity 0 18 species or Plerocarpus Indicus. These activities

- Descendent returning and 0 18 designed for their life in a long period of time and their
having a warm family descendent. Meanwhile, 100% of famer households

15 3 having network participation and social sharing like an

almshouse for a charity, that during in a community
festival. That activity was moving within sub-district,
sometimes, shared to sub-district nearby.

® |t was found that only 3 households (16.7%) having
descendent returning to community, however all of
families already planned for young returning in the
future. Moreover, all of famer households reported they
having a warm family compare to a former time.
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